an independent day school for girls and boys aged 3-18
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A welcome from the
Headmaster
As parents, choosing a school for our children is one of the most significant
decisions that we have to make. A school prospectus will help provide an initial
insight into the school but it is important to visit the school, to talk to the Head,
to meet pupils and teachers and thus gain a real feel for the school’s quality and
atmosphere; for the community that your child will join.
All good schools will promise to maximise the potential of their pupils, and
Churcher’s is no exception in both Junior and Senior Schools. We achieve that
aim within a happy, caring and well-disciplined environment. Academic results
provide a passport to the next stage, and it is important not to lose sight of
that, but there is a rainbow of other skills to develop that are in many ways
more vital: sociability, loyalty, commitment, communication, ability to stay the
course, problem solving, leadership, creative thinking, integrity, competence
and self-assurance without arrogance; key skills and attributes that are a
hallmark of Churcher’s children.
You have already taken the first step in searching for the right school; the next
step should be a visit to see us. I very much look forward to welcoming you and
your son or daughter so you can feel the Churcher’s influence first hand. Simply
contact the Admissions Registrar to come and meet the people that make up
the hugely successful Churcher’s community.
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FROM 3 TO 18 - an education for life

From 3 to 4 in the nursery, 4 to 11 in the Junior School and 11 to 18 within the Senior School, we seek to give the widest range of
experiences and opportunities to be the best. Children at Churcher’s thrive in an atmosphere of high expectation and even higher
achievement.
Churcher’s College enjoys recognition as one of the most accomplished independent, co-educational day schools in the country.
With around 865 pupils in the Senior School and 225 in the Junior School, and approximately equal numbers of boys and girls, both
schools enjoy spacious semi-rural vistas with their own on-site playing fields and facilities, providing the comfort and opportunities
of an open, healthy environment.
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			 “Aim at the sun, and you may not reach it;
		but your arrow will fly far higher than if aimed at an
							object on a level with yourself”

a Korean proverb
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So what are the girls and boys at Churcher’s really like?
They are fittingly prepared for their futures; they are confident; they are aware of their social responsibilities and they
are equally respected and respectful; selfless citizens in a world which will require gifted, flexible, young people of
character, dedication and compassion.
The programme of education at Churcher’s seeks to give the widest range of experiences and opportunities to
be the best. We cannot hope to provide answers to all the questions a person might face during their lifetime but
by developing the full academic, creative and sporting talents of the girls and boys, within the context of social
awareness, we are fully preparing them to make informed decisions on issues they will face in this dynamic and
challenging world.
Churcher’s is an inclusive community where parents, children, staff and friends all contribute to the rich and broad
education provided. We see a close partnership between school and home as essential in ensuring every child’s
success.
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ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE - an educational journey
‘The greatest gift any parent can give to their child is an education.’

Money is transient, but knowledge, understanding, and self-confidence are treasures that remain with us for the whole of our lives. Exam results are
the currency of education, and Churcher’s College will give you a great set of those. But the legacy of an education at Churcher’s is about much, much
more. It is about confidence, social awareness, knowledge, understanding and, above all, self-esteem. To develop these you need time, which is why
an education at Churcher’s spans the whole of a child’s primary and secondary education career, from 3 to 18. This provides for a coherent, all-through
education with each stage building on the last, and maintaining not only the quality, but also the energy and excitement of intellectual discovery
throughout a child’s time at school. Churcher’s is simply a stage in an educational journey; a stepping stone to the future. Almost without exception, the
next stage for Churcher’s pupils is one of the well-established, top flight universities, usually those belonging to the Russell or 1994 groups.
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Churcher’s College unashamedly strives for academic excellence, as exam certificates are often the passport to the next stage in any child’s career. At
the same time we are keen to develop thinkers who have the skills to tackle life’s challenges and to solve them.
One criticism of education which comes through from employers is that, with a curriculum based strongly on an exam system, school children are too
often given answers to remember, rather than problems to solve. The difference between school and life is that in school you are taught a lesson and
then given a test. In life you are given a test that teaches you a lesson. Churcher’s endeavours to give children challenges so that they may learn from
them. These challenges are within a caring, supporting and guiding environment, where personal and group success is hugely celebrated and where the
ratio of adults to children is ideally suited to support individual need.
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JUNIOR SCHOOL - a most caring and friendly environment
Churcher’s College Junior School flourishes on its own spacious, beautiful
site in Liphook, 8 miles from the Senior School in Petersfield. Whilst
geographically separate, the two schools share the same ethos under a
common leadership.

Within the context of this caring and friendly environment, and through a broad range of activities and experiences both
inside and outside of the classroom - including music, drama, sport and adventurous activities - the children develop the
self-esteem that comes from recognition, from knowledge, from understanding and from self-confidence.
We need knowledge not just information – you can’t hope to have the answer for everything but you need the knowledge
and the spirit of endeavour to explore and find out the answers.
We need understanding - not just how to do long division with remainders but also an understanding of social
responsibility so that we can better contribute to the society in which we live, to work together to achieve common
objectives and support each other.
And we need confidence - the confidence to stand up and present or perform in public; the confidence to make mistakes
-“The man who makes no mistakes does not usually make anything”; and the confidence that comes from experience.
All of us at the Junior School realise how lucky we are. We know that our community extends beyond our own doors into
the local area. From visiting our adopted ‘Grandparents’ at a local daycentre, helping to plant flowers around Liphook,
taking our music groups to the local residential homes or raising money for local charities, we love to share with our
neighbours.
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JUNIOR SCHOOL developing self-esteem and applauding success
Churcher’s College Junior School provides a happy, stimulating, safe and secure environment in which every child feels valued, and
is able to develop personally, socially and academically. Within a strong community, each child is carefully nurtured and taught to
hold a high regard for others and themselves.
We view education as a joint partnership between teachers, parents and pupils, striving to develop an atmosphere that values
individuals, applauds success, encourages questioning and lets pupils explore; becoming well-rounded, self-motivated and, above
all, happy young people.
Pupils learn that ‘education’ comes in many packages, each equally worthy and important. They are encouraged to participate in
the ‘Guild Award Scheme’, developing personal skills, fitness, awareness of the community as well as demonstrating commitment
and ability to face challenges and difficulties.
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JUNIOR SCHOOL immersed in the aesthetic, creative and spiritual
Churcher’s College Junior School provides pupils with a broad-based and rich curriculum that enables them to achieve their
individual potential in all areas and caters for different abilities, needs and interests. The pupils develop a love of learning
whilst immersed in a range of aesthetic, creative and spiritual experiences, where artistic, dramatic, musical and sporting
opportunities abound.
The sheer energy, excitement and pride on all the children’s faces as the applause dies away after a final performance is
certainly reflected in the pride that parents, grandparents, brothers and sisters, friends and teachers feel in the children here.
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PASTORAL CARE - inclusive, individual and inspirational
We recognise that personal meanings, beliefs and values, and the qualities of character and value from which morally good and
socially responsible action proceed, are built up steadily, slowly, continuously and cumulatively in the on-going process of how we
relate to each other as human beings.
Embedded within the ethos of the school are the opportunities to reinforce the development of these key areas. Our Mission
Statement provides the road map: the virtues of the written and unwritten codes of conduct; the pastoral system; the programmes
for Personal, Social, Health Education, the Sixth Form Enrichment Programme, and the strength of Religion and Philosophy within
the school, provide the vehicle by which this development is encouraged.

We have four main aims for our pastoral care:•
•
•
•
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to work in partnership with parents to promote the academic, social, moral and spiritual well-being of each of our pupils;
to build up relationships of trust with our pupils and parents;
to allow pupils and parents to feel able to raise issues of concern knowing that they will be dealt with sensitively and
confidentially when the need arises;
to encourage the development of self-discipline, personal integrity and mutual tolerance amongst our pupils.
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PASTORAL CARE - equality of opportunity
Virgina Woolf once wrote: “I would venture to guess that ‘Anon’, who wrote so many poems without signing them, was often a woman.”
At Churcher’s there is no such anonymity; we are delighted to embrace aspirations and celebrate the achievements, irrespective of age,
gender or interests. We work very hard to avoid stereotypes which might otherwise restrict opportunities.
A broad-based academic curriculum and an extensive extra-curricular programme provide the basis for equality of opportunity.
We take care to avoid stereotyping which can so easily work against that equality of experience and opportunity we seek to give to all.
Churcher’s fully embraces the categorisation of co-education.
The extraordinary talents of Churcher’s College pupils are celebrated and encouraged, irrespective of gender.
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SIXTH FORM - freedom in approach and self-reliance
“All the world’s a stage, And all the men and women merely players,
they have their exits and entrances…”

So wrote William Shakespeare in his poem, ‘The Seven Ages of Man’. In schools you also get stages - nursery, infant,
junior, secondary - and the pinnacle of these is the Sixth Form. Ask anyone and they will probably tell you that the best
time they had in school was in the Sixth Form. After years of closely timetabled and regimented education you are
suddenly given new freedoms: the ability to concentrate on those curriculum areas which give you greatest pleasure
and reward; independence in your studying style and space to develop further social and academic relationships.
At Churcher’s there is also a wealth of other new experiences and opportunities that make the Sixth Form here
unique: world tours, wilderness expeditions, sport, music, drama; the plethora of co-curricular activities continues as
they did further down the school. Add to this a history of outstanding academic results, and an impressive record of
universities and courses being accessed, and you have a recipe for an extraordinary two years. There is no doubt that
a blend of freedom of approach, self-reliance, breadth of opportunity and, above all, academic success at Churcher’s
College, will ensure your choices remain open and your future looks bright.
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR a timetable of calculated risks
I wonder how many Head teachers would suggest that their school consists of a
timetable of risks. But maybe that is what education should be. Instead of teaching
children to simply paint by numbers, we give them a large, blank canvas on which they
can express their true flair, creativity and talent.
At Churcher’s College, both the Junior and Senior Schools, we ask the children to do
more than just stay between the lines, constrained in their aspirations by mediocre
expectations. We are forever encouraging the students to widen their horizons,
develop new skills, to take risks outside their comfort zones and, by doing so, to reach
extraordinary heights of achievement.
Children are like wet cement, whatever falls on them makes an impression and
therefore school isn’t just about learning your letters and numbers. There
are far more opportunities, experiences and influences that a child can
potentially have.
At Churcher’s College the extraordinary range of experiences on offer
allows children to find their niche, a niche in which they can enjoy
success and further develop self-esteem; a musician is recognised
at the same level as an artist; a sports person is as valued as an
academic; an actor is as important to us as an arctic explorer.
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PERFORMING ARTS - Drama & Music

There is a huge difference between a philosophy of education which is based on defining, identifying and pigeon-holing a group, and that based
on helping people to generate, reveal, develop and share latent talents.
All young people come with a whole variety of possibilities to explore, we are here to help them decide where they want their passions to take
them and advise on how to best invest their efforts.
As a school, our challenge is to help them to develop those aspirations, giving them the knowledge of themselves, and the confidence and
competence to pursue them.
From dance and music to theatre and the visual arts, the Arts give children a unique means of expression, capturing their passions and emotions
and allowing them to explore new ideas, subject matter, and cultures. Churcher’s sets great store by the performing arts across the two schools.
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Once again it is about inclusiveness. Not all of us are budding thespians or concert pianists, but the skills learnt from performance on a stage
cannot be underestimated. In the Junior School the provision of drama and music is exceptional, recognised year in, year out by the Arts Council
Gold Award. This ‘tradition’ of the exceptional in performing arts carries on through the Senior School, with theatrical productions on tour to the
Edinburgh Festival, and an extraordinary range and depth of musical performance that sees well over half of the students involved in musical
ensembles, and a number of individuals as young as thirteen achieving grade 8 and marching on to Diploma level.
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CREATIVITY - Art & Design Technology

If you embrace Pablo Picasso’s philosophy then you would not wish to allow the aesthetic arts, whether in the form of fine art canvases, beautifully crafted
furniture, computer-aided-design or precision engineering to be lost. For this reason the creative arts are held in high esteem within Churcher’s.
Step into either the Junior or Senior School and one thing becomes immediately apparent, you are surrounded by exceptional artistic talent, a real
enthusiasm and ambition to express oneself through visual arts and technically refined engineering.
Whether it is a brilliant triptych of acrylic on canvas, the beauty and intricacies of haute couture or the streamlined, refined engineering of a racing car, the
evidence of a lively, dynamic and hugely accomplished area of school life is self-evident.
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		 “Every child is an artist. The challenge is to
					 remain an artist after you grow up”

Pablo Picasso
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SPORT

Sports remain a great metaphor for life’s more difficult lessons. It was through sport that many of us first came to understand that fear can be tamed;
that within a team the whole is more than the sum of its parts; and that the ability to be heroic lies, to a surprising degree, within.
Boys or girls, summer or winter, it is often the name Churcher’s College that appears on the County Championship trophies. But we aren’t restrained by
geography. Our sports men and women enjoy national, even international success and, through the annual sports tours, take the name of Churcher’s to
distant shores: South Africa, Canada, Australia, Bahamas and across Europe.
Despite the elite performances, sport at Churcher’s is inclusive not exclusive, with at least four teams in every age group in the ‘major’ sports - hockey,
rugby, netball, cricket, rounders, tennis, swimming - and a huge range of ‘minor’ sports such as karate, basketball, horse riding, polo, fencing,
canoeing, sailing, field sports, badminton, athletics, rock climbing, cycling…
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‘The person who gets the farthest is generally
the one who is willing to do and dare.
The sure-thing boat never gets far from shore.’
															Carnegie
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Previous Expeditions
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First Challenge :

World Challenge Expeditions:

•

The Deserts Of Morocco

•

Kilimanjaro

•

The Mountains Of Poland

•

The Foothills Of The Himalayas

•

The Fjords Of Norway

•

Trans-Siberia

•

The Glaciers Of Iceland

•

The Inca Trail

•

Romania

•

Ecuador & Galapagos
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EXPEDITIONS

If education needs to be about anything it needs to be about ambition, and we have ambition in bucket-loads at Churcher’s. This ambition is
not the cut-throat corporate ambition of the business world; it is a personal ambition to transform the belief that “You can do it” into action.
Whatever your ambition, the challenge is to make it happen to the best of your ability, and you cannot do that by remaining passive.
You don’t save a child from drowning by stopping him or her swimming; you save them by teaching them to swim. It is this philosophy that
encourages us to adventure far and wide.
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THE COMMUNITY - education in context
Education taken out of context is only half as effective as it could be. As a consequence we aim to make Churcher’s very much
part of the wider community, and in return we are very keen for the community to come into Churcher’s. Whether Petersfield
for the Senior School or Liphook for the Junior School, this is about the support we can give, plus the experiences we gain and
the lessons we can learn. Through a significant charity and community action programme, we endeavour to help the pupils at
Churcher’s develop a strong level of social understanding and involvement in the community.
It is partially about fundraising - the students at Churcher’s College have a remarkable record of philanthropy. It is equally
significant to utilise one’s talents, time and energy to support others.
Our musicians are recognised for their performances at major charity events both in this country and abroad. Within
Petersfield hardly an event goes by without support from our pupils: CCF, actors, musicians, Community Action Service
Volunteers, Duke of Edinburgh Awardees, sportsmen and women, all play a very significant part in the community to which we
have belonged for the last 295 years.
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It is not just heights, it is also range -

•

Academically the school is amongst the highest flyers in the country

•

In sport we enjoy collecting a plethora of County Champion awards

•

We have the largest number involved in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme in Hampshire, and an equally
impressive Combined Cadet Force
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•

Our critically acclaimed actors and actresses have recently delivered Miss Saigon and Shakespeare productions

•

The professional standard musical ensembles are besieged with invitations to perform at home and abroad

•

Our intrepid expeditionary groups take the Churcher’s spirit to some of the harshest environments on earth.
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Churcher’s College
Ramshill, Petersfield, Hampshire GU31 4AS
01730 263033 | enquiries@churcherscollege.com

Churcher’s College Junior School & Nursery
Midhurst Road, Liphook, Hampshire GU30 7HT
01730 236870 | ccjsoffice@churcherscollege.com

