AN INDEPENDENT CO-EDUCATIONAL DAY AND
BOARDING SCHOOL FOR PUPILS AGED 7 TO 18
IN THE HEART OF SURREY

Learn, Lead and
Make a Difference

Welcome to Freemen's
It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the
City of London Freemen’s School.
Freemen’s is a traditional school with a
contemporary and forward-looking approach.
Like you, we want the very best for the
young people in our care; we take the time to
guide them towards making positive choices,
giving them the confidence to contribute
in a world that can be both challenging and
uncertain. We aim to provide our pupils with
the skills they need to prepare them for life
beyond Freemen’s.
If this is your first glimpse of us as a school,
I do hope we ignite your interest and that you
will want to discover more: it is people rather
than pictures that make communities like ours.
I should very much look forward to welcoming
you to Freemen’s. When you visit, you will
meet our fantastic students, who are central
to this school.

Roland Martin
Headmaster

"We are very fortunate to have a talented group of teachers, supportive
parents and ambitious students. It's a winning combination."
Roland Martin, Headmaster
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Mission Statement and Aims
We want children at Freemen’s to learn, to lead and to make
a difference.
We do this by:
nurturing a community of learners – adults and children – who are ambitious about what they
might achieve in and out of the classroom;
providing relevant opportunities for pupils to expand their horizons intellectually and socially;
athletically and creatively; emotionally and spiritually;
establishing an environment at Freemen’s where everyone involved in the community is respected,
trusted and supported;
encouraging responsibility and capability; honesty and reliability; pride and passion;
promoting determination and innovation; flexibility and adaptability; kindness and consideration;
fostering in our pupils the confidence, curiosity, independence and wisdom to succeed in the next
stages of their lives.

"A school that produces confident, motivated, happy young achievers.
A blessing to parents looking for a high-quality, stress-free educational
route that will take their academically able sons and daughters from age
7 right through to 18. Almost unique in this neck of the woods."
The Good Schools Guide
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About us
Freemen’s is academically selective and is a
leading co-educational school in the area. We
have a unique mix of students at Freemen’s with
many pupils coming from local independent or
state schools, while others come from further
afield. We provide them all with the same
friendly, warm welcome.
Historically Freemen’s students have always
achieved excellent outcomes but our recent
achievements have gone from strength to

strength with record results at both A Level and
at GCSE. We teach and the students learn in ways
which encourage the development of habits
that will stand them in good stead throughout
their lives, from learning what to do when you
don’t know what to do, to understanding that
making and learning from mistakes is a vital
and valuable part of learning. As a result our
older students leave Freemen’s with the
qualifications and skills to learn, lead and make
a difference and an excellent understanding

of themselves and how they can thrive in the
world beyond school. The majority of students
from Freemen’s continue their studies at Russell
Group Universities with a significant number
of students securing a place at Cambridge or
Oxford each year. Although the academic is
the ‘bread-and-butter’ of life at Freemen’s, we
provide a truly holistic education for the young
people in our care and the School is rightly proud
of the high standards achieved in sport, music
and drama and by the range of enrichment

opportunities available to pupils in the School.
The School is one of three independent schools
managed by the City of London Corporation
(City of London). The City provides financial
support in the form of bursaries and scholarships.
Other links with the City of London and the Livery
Companies are strong. Freemen's is a forward
looking school with an ambitious agenda to
support its pupils' development.

Junior School
Year 3 to Year 8

The Junior School is a vibrant sea of colour
and activity, where our three main disciplines
are discussed, repeated and reinforced.
Kindness is the priority – if everybody (adults
and children alike) is kind to everybody else then
the School functions well. Honesty is expected
from everybody at all times – on occasion
home truths have to be shared between
parents, children and staff, but because
they are shared in an environment of
kindness, all is well. And finally, fun is to be
had at all times (provided it’s enjoyed in a
kind and honest way). And there’s a lot of
fun to be had in the Junior School at Freemen’s.
Being co-educational doesn’t just mean that
the 400 Junior School places are divided 50:50
between boys and girls. We are passionate
about co-education and encourage all our
pupils, whatever their skills and interests, to
participate fully in School life. Boys and girls
co-exist and flourish as they have done since the
School’s foundation, enthused by a highly-skilled
and passionate team of staff, enhanced by the
quality of the pastoral care and extended by the
wide-ranging co-curricular activities on offer. All
of these factors contribute significantly to the
all-round excellent standards achieved by so
many of our pupils.

“Freemen’s primary school children can enjoy life like real children.
I think it is a very healthy environment.”
Freemen's Parent quoted in The Good Schools Guide

There is one very practical benefit of joining
the Junior School – when it comes to moving
into the Senior School, there are no additional
examinations and no requirement to complete
the Common Entrance tests. By the time pupils
have moved through the Junior School we
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know them well, there is no need for additional
hurdles. The pupils also know what will be
expected of them and so we have the confidence
that they will go on to enhance the excellent
record of academic success enjoyed by the
Senior School and Sixth Form.
In the Junior School there is an air of purpose,
and a warm relationship between the children
and adults. This rapport is what most strikes
our visitors. It is this harmonious atmosphere
that feeds into our belief that if children are
happy and confident, they will learn happily
and confidently, and ultimately make a success
of themselves and develop into a fully-rounded
people. The pupils in the Junior School are
happy but they are also articulate, engaging,
courteous, caring individuals who are developing
their self-confidence.

Senior School
Year 9 to Year 11

At Freemen’s, we consider our 13 to 16 year
old Senior School students to be emerging
adults. Year 9 marks the beginning of a new and
exciting stage of their school careers as they
begin to make key academic decisions; they are
well equipped to make their GCSE and A Level
choices through our comprehensive programme
of advice, presentations and interviews.
Pupils joining the Senior School, either from our
Junior School or from another school, become
part of a civilised co-educational group of young
adults. Whilst in the Senior School, pupils achieve
a balance between allowing their individuality
and creativity to develop whilst being guided
by staff to become well adjusted, well informed,
confident and self disciplined individuals.
Each form group in Year 9 is made up of a
mixture of new and existing pupils. At the very
start of the first term, the whole year group
goes away for an Activity Weekend that provides
an excellent way of everyone getting to know
each other.

“Being at Freemen’s is so much more than just achieving first class exam
results. I feel that I am benefiting from a rounded education due to all of
the co-curricular opportunities that I'm able to take advantage of.”
Freemen's Student

As pupils move through the Senior School
they are given every opportunity to develop
academically in a balanced and measured way.
They are encouraged to develop independent
learning skills which will enable them to make
a success of their time in School and prepare
them for the challenges ahead. Opportunities
for responsibility open up and a comprehensive
programme of careers advice encourages them
to look to the future and make meaningful and
realistic plans. Speakers from different walks
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of life, professions and with stories to tell visit
with the intention of opening windows and
extending understanding. We hope to create,
as far as possible, knowledgeable, responsible,
aware citizens of the 21st Century. We are
proud of the natural, unforced atmosphere of
mutual respect which extends throughout the
whole School community and beyond.
In the Senior School, the curriculum is as
broad as it possibly can be. In Year 9, there is
setting in English, Mathematics, Modern Foreign
Languages and Science as well as a general set
for the remaining subjects including Geography
and History. Setting continues in the core GCSE
subjects throughout Lower and Upper 5 but
it should be emphasised that by attending
Freemen’s the great majority of pupils achieve
ten good GCSE grades whatever set they are
placed in.

Sixth Form
Year 12 to Year 13

The Sixth Form at Freemen’s is special. Students
will be challenged to expand their horizons
both academically and socially to prepare
them for life beyond School. We hope that
they will tackle the challenges set before them
with purpose and a positive attitude. They will
make life-long friends and we hope that in two
years’ time they will not only take with them
some great memories of their time in the Sixth
Form but also that they will feel more confident
in tackling the challenges that life will throw
at them.
It is very true that they will only get out of the
Sixth Form as much as they put in. The
Freemen’s Sixth Form will offer them remarkable
opportunities: to develop their knowledge,
skills and expertise in their chosen subjects;
to participate in senior games and physical
activities; to take leading roles for their House;
to take part in high quality music and drama
performances; to take leading initiatives in
the Sixth Form and the rest of the School; to
develop interests and talents they may not have
previously discovered. All these and many other
possibilities will be available to them.

“The introduction of the Extended Project Qualification, the Free Minds
programme and enrichment activities have all been a testament to the
value Freemen’s places on education beyond the traditional confines of
the classroom.”
Freemen's Sixth Form Student

Typically at Freemen’s, they will study three A
Levels, with Further Mathematics available as a
fourth. The Extended Project Qualification gives
them an opportunity to carry out independent
research into a topic of their own choosing and
interest, for which each student will be assigned
a supervisor. Free Minds, a unique Lower 6
programme created for Freemen’s, is about
learning for the sake of learning, so that students
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can explore a wide range of themes, subjects,
and viewpoints while taking an interest in the
world beyond school.
One of our first priorities in Freemen’s Sixth
Form is to help all students make a smooth
transition from GCSE to A Level study and then
beyond as they prepare to leave the School.
Our Sixth Form Tutors, Heads of Department
and Careers Team will support them in the
early days of Sixth Form to facilitate the shift
to A Levels. Then, students in Lower 6 are
instructed on how to choose an appropriate
pathway post A Level, complete a UCAS form
and write personal statements. There is targeted
help for students aspiring to attend Oxford
or Cambridge and for future medics, dentists
and veterinarians.

Boarding

Year 9 to Year 13
The Boarding House (Walbrook) is a homefrom-home for our pupils. It provides a safe,
happy, family-like environment in which pupils
and staff work together to promote a positive
and supportive atmosphere which encourages
success in all aspects of school life, which may
explain why our boarders tend to perform slightly
better at exams than our day students.
The aims of Walbrook are consistent with the
School’s aims:
•

•

•

The School has a small, friendly boarding community of approximately
60 students who are able to benefit from the fabulous school facilities 24
hours a day. We offer the following boarding options: Full, Weekly, Flexi
and Ad Hoc.

Providing each pupil with a calm, caring,
safe and supportive family atmosphere
in the Boarding House in which they can
develop self-knowledge, self-esteem and
self-confidence.
Promoting mutual respect, good behaviour,
responsibility, self-discipline and develop
independence of action and decision-making
amongst the boarding pupils.
Developing integrity, judgement, initiative,
loyalty and leadership skills in the pupils.

Because numbers are small, staff know the pupils
well and every Walbrook pupil benefits from
individual attention and care. It also allows for
greater integration across the School. Boarders
are free to invite day students to ‘hang out’ or
with consent, join their day student friends for
weekend visits.
We are a diverse school and welcome students
from across the world. Current and recent
students have the following nationalities:
American, Australian, Belgian, Canadian, Chinese,
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Czech, Danish, German, Hong Kong, Indian, Irish,
Japanese, South Korean, Lithuanian, Malaysian,
New Zealand, Norwegian, Portuguese, Romanian,
Russian, South African, Spanish and Taiwanese.
The purpose built co-educational Boarding
House opened in 2014 with spaces for 60
students and has recently been expanded to
cope with rising demand. Each student has a
spacious bedroom (some single, others shared)
sharing bathroom facilities with up to 12 other
students in one of six apartments or pods.
There are large social areas where all members
of the House can meet and socialise, play
snooker or table football, watch TV, sing Karaoke
or take part in the range of scheduled Boarding
House activities. There are also kitchens and
a laundry for students to use should they wish.

Admissions
DISCOVER

We encourage families to discover more about
Freemen’s and get to know us better through
Open Events and tours of the School. Our Open
Events are designed to provide a flavour of what
it is like to be part of the Freemen’s community
with plenty of opportunity to meet and chat to
our staff and pupils.

APPLY

Our application process is all online. To apply for
a place for your child, simply complete the online
registration form, which you will find in the
Admissions section of our website. A registration
fee is also required at this stage. The deadline
for application is 15 October in the year prior to
entry.

JOINING FREEMEN’S
We are an academically selective school but we
are looking for more than just good grades. Exam
results are only part of the story. Life at Freemen’s
is also about the accomplishments your child will
make outside of the classroom in the wide range
of co-curricular activities we offer and their
contributions to wider School community. Our
assessments are designed to ensure that every child
who is offered a place will thrive at Freemen's.
There are four main points of entry:
• Year 3 (7+)
• Year 7 (11+)
• Year 9 (13+)
• Sixth Form (16+)
We will consider applications for other years if we
have space. We don’t normally accept new students
during the academic year, but it is always worth
talking to us.

ASSESSMENT
Year 3 to Year 6

Sixth Form
Students seeking entry to Freemen’s Sixth Form,
are required to achieve 8 or more GCSEs at grade
5 or above, with a minimum average points
score across all subjects of 5.5. Students must
also meet specific requirements for their chosen
A Level subjects. Those students who are not
sitting GCSEs or are taking less than the required
number, will be invited to sit the UKiset test to
enable us to asses them for entry.
In addition, all Sixth Form applicants are required
to complete a questionnaire to detail their
likely A Level choices, their plans for Higher
Education and career aspirations as well as their
interests and hobbies. Candidates who meet
our academic entry requirements are invited for
a one-to-one interview with our Head of Sixth
Form. For overseas students, the interview can
be conducted via Skype or Facetime.

Pupils applying for entry to Years 3 to 6 will sit
entrance examinations in English, Mathematics
and Non-Verbal Reasoning in the January prior
to entry to the School. In addition, we invite all
candidates to an interview, to enable us to find
out more about their interests, likes and dislikes.

Current School Report

Year 7 to Year 10

OFFER

Pupils wishing to join the School in Years 7 to
10 will sit entrance examinations in English,
Mathematics and Non-Verbal Reasoning in the
January prior to entry to the School. Pupils will
also partake in a carousel of assessed group
activities and will have an individual interview.
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In addition, for all points of entry, we request a
confidential report from the student’s current
school. This forms an important part of our
assessment process and we cannot make an
offer without it.

Following the entrance assessments, outcomes
will be advised at the beginning of February.
Families receiving an offer will be required to
confirm acceptance, at which point, we require
payment of a deposit to secure the place. On
acceptance of an offer, pupils are invited to
attend an induction day in the summer term
prior to entry.

Scholarships and Bursaries
Freemen's Scholarships are awarded in recognition of excellence, achievement and
potential in academic study or music. They carry considerable prestige for the award
holder but are of limited financial value (up to a maximum 5% discount of the fees).
For those families who may require more substantial financial assistance to enable
their child to attend Freemen’s, means-tested bursary awards of up to 100% of the fees
are available.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS

Academic and Music awards are offered on entry
to Year 7 (11+), Year 9 (13+) and Year 12 (16+).
They are available to both external candidates
and to current Freemen's pupils.

11+ and 13+ Academic Scholarships
Following the entrance examinations and
interviews, a small selection of candidates will be
invited to sit the scholarship examinations.

16+ Academic Scholarship
Candidates must meet our Sixth Form entry
requirements and will, in addition, sit scholarship
examination papers.

11+, 13+ and 16+ Music Scholarships
Applications for a Music Scholarship are invited
from candidates who meet the academic entry
requirements to the School and the minimum
grade requirements in their instrumental study.

“At this school, I foresee myself chasing after my dreams, doing what
I love to do with the best of my abilities.”
Freemen's Student

16+ Bhargava Award
Available to female students looking to join the
Sixth Form to study Mathematics A Level, living
within 15 miles of the School and currently
attending a maintained school or academy.
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BURSARIES

Freemen's is committed to providing
academically able students whose parents
may not otherwise be able to afford the full
cost of fees, the opportunity to attend our
School. Bursaries of up to 100% of the fees
are available to pupils entering Year 3 (7+),
Year 7 (11+), Year 9 (13+) and Year 12 (16+).
Bursaries are awarded based on performance
in the entrance examinations and are subject to
financial means-testing and annual review.

Full details on requirements, application
process and deadlines for bursaries,
scholarships and awards can be found on
our website:
www.freemens.org/scholarshipbursaries

Wellbeing
The cherishing of the individual is at the heart of our School policy. Each pupil has a
Form Tutor who oversees his or her academic progress, who is on hand to give guidance
and support on pastoral matters and who should be regarded as a parent’s / guardian’s
first point of contact in all matters.
Pupils have easy access to Form Tutors, subject
staff, Heads of Year, Heads of Houses and the
Senior Leadership Team. This choice results
in greater flexibility for the pupil than a rigid
structure would provide. The staff are serious
about their responsibilities in this field and of the
need for close liaison with parents.
In the Junior School, the Heads of Year
oversee the pastoral care of their year group
in conjunction with the Assistant Head of
Junior School.
In the Senior School, usually the Form Tutor or
Head of Year would be the best person to contact.
The Heads of the Junior School, Senior School
or Sixth Form, the Deputy Heads or the
Headmaster should be approached for serious
or urgent concerns.

“I am pleased to work in an institute that puts the wellbeing of pupils
at the forefront of their education and produces resilient, happy and
successful individuals for the future.”
Joanne McCullagh, Head of Wellbeing

In addition, the Chaplain, School Nurses or the
Peer Mentors are available for confidential
discussions. Pupils may also contact the School’s
external counsellor whose number is displayed
around the school.
Pupils are encouraged to develop and further
their approaches to wellbeing for the future
whilst also opening up a strong dialogue
surrounding the topic of mental health.
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Pupils from all year groups are able to take
part in a range of activities from guided
meditation and yoga sessions to story time
and Art therapy. The Junior School has its own
quiet place for pupils called the ‘The Haven’,
staffed by Senior School pupils. We also appoint
and train wellbeing prefects.

Useful Information
HEADMASTER
Roland Martin
ADDRESS
City of London Freemen’s School
Ashtead Park
Ashtead
Surrey
KT21 1ET
ADMISSIONS
+44 (0)1372 822 423
TELEPHONE
+ 44 (0)1372 822 400
WEBSITE
www.freemens.org
EMAIL
admissions@freemens.org
GOVERNORS
To contact the Chairman of Governors
please write to:
City of London
Guildhall
PO Box 270
London, EC2P 2EJ
Telephone: 020 7332 1416
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